
EMPLOYMENT/WORKFORCE/EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING
12.9.21   10:00 AM- 11:30 AM @ Whibbs Room, City Hall & Zoom

IN ATTENDANCE: Jesse Wolfe, Avalon “Mal” Mallory, Paul Miller, Teri Solberg, Todd
Thomson, Connie Bookman, Kathleen Bellard, Blair Castro, Chris Johnston (IT)

Jesse called meeting to order. Jesse recapped his and Marcus’ meeting with Ashley
Wilkinson-Meyer of United Ministries and how they plan to work together. This will
be an ongoing conversation and they will continue to plan a way they can work
together to provide transportation and other resources to those in need.
Collaborating with the Faith-Based organizations is key to solving these issues.

Jesse sent out a survey to inquire on work being done by the subcommittee and will
share the results further with the group.

Paul brought up potentially having a donate button on the Reducing Homelessness
website, so that people could donate or support different workforce programs or the
Manufacturing councils that assist. Blair informed him that we are definitely able to
set that up, would just need to send her the link. He also brought possibly
purchasing business cards with a QR code that we could place at different locations
throughout the city to easily lead people the website and news/resources.

Connie reviewed the trip that Allison, Travis and herself took to One Hopeful Place in
Okaloosa County.  This trip really highlighted the need a low-barrier shelter in our
community. At this location, there are sections for men, women, and families; and
there is case management and other resources available. People are not allowed to
bring alcohol or drugs on the premises, however they will not turn those away who
are currently addicted or who have done these prior to entering the facility.  They
work with law enforcement to decrease arrests and refer to the facility as well. This
was set up by the business community and Chamber there (Ted Corcoran) and
Allison is trying to set up a meeting with Ted, Todd Thomson and others here in our
community soon to see if we can do something similar.

Connie also reviewed the status of the ARPA funds and what all has been funded so
far: including Lakeview, REAP Lodges, Canopy of Hope, Bright Bridge and others.
Many of these are currently waiting on permitting from the City.

Something else that Jesse mentioned was that at George Stone, there are really two
types of clients: long term clients who come in and out of the programs multiple
times, and those who just come in quickly who would like to get a leg up. We should
be developing approaches to address the issues of both of these groups separately as
they each have individual needs.

MEETING ADJOURNED at 10:50 AM


