
Homelessness Reduction Task Force
Mental Health/Substance Use Disorder/Case Management Subcommittee

Minutes
5.10.22 2:00 PM ZOOM

IN ATTENDANCE: Dr. Irvin Williams, Connie Bookman, Walter Arrington, Bobby
Phillips, Blair Castro, Lauren Anzaldo, Marie Mott, Brent Couch

Dr. Williams called the meeting to order. He asked the group to give some
feedback on the Retreat from May 3rd. Walter was happy to recap the retreat,
saying that the speaker was incredibly informative and that he liked what he had
to say about getting everyone involved with HMIS.

Connie suggested that we have a follow-up meeting soon with John about HMIS
and how to support him so that we can get the community buy-in similar to the
kind they have in Pinellas County.

Bobby brought up a specific case of mental health access regarding a woman he
knew that he and his wife were currently assisting to get the group’s feedback on
how to best help her. Walter suggested helping her apply for SSD or SSDI.

Connie recapped her conversation with the Garden Club on the work on the Task
Force, and reminded the group that we have  indeed made great strides over the
past year.

Dr. Williams reminded the group that Laura has stepped away as co-chair due to
other responsibilities she has to focus on, but she will now be involved in the
Advisory Subcommittee, and Rachelle Burns (who could not be here today) will
now be taking over as co-chair.

Lauren recapped the CDAC community opioid discussion, on which Dr. Williams
was a panel. Something that stood out to her was that there is now a plan for
EMS responders to connect with their OD patients for follow-up, which she hadn’t
really heard before. This seems like a wonderful way to get further a patient’s
care post-OD. She also suggested the group check out the Netflix movie
“Heroin.”

Brent Couch, a new member, introduced himself and talked about Simply
Healthcare plans, which provides Medicaid services. Brent said that he will email
Connie a copy of the Simply Healthcare toolkit to send out to the entire
subcommittee. His contact info is below. He also pointed out that Simply
Healthcare provides a $500 homeless prevention benefit to their members who
are late on rent/bills. Lauren asked Brent how members are educated about
these benefits, and he stated that they are working hard to provide more
community outreach.



Brent Couch, Community Relations Representative, MA, PMP
Mobile: (850) 294-4223
bcouch@simplyhealthcareplans.com

Bobby asked the group about what mental health services are available in Santa
Rosa County. Dr. Williams mentioned the Avalon Center, which provides
counseling, etc.

The group decided to have John speak at the next meeting regarding how we
can better support the CoC with buy-in with HMIS.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM


