
Homelessness Reduction Task Force
Mental Health/Substance Use Disorder/Case Management Subcommittee

Minutes
4.12.22 2:00 PM ZOOM

IN ATTENDANCE: Dr. Irvin Williams, Connie Bookman, Walter Arrington, Chandra Smiley,
Blair Castro, Lauren Anzaldo, Alicia Tappan, Avalon “Mal” Mallory, Blake Majzun, Christeia
Hawkins, Denise Manassa, Mindi Crain, Patricia Babock

Dr. Williams called the meeting to order. The group went around and introduced

themselves, including highlighting new members.

Laura will be stepping away as co-chair due to other responsibilities she has to focus on,

so there is an opportunity for someone to step up to be co-chair. Chandra received the

scope of work for  co-chair. There will also be opportunities to join an advocacy

subcommittee in the near future.

Group engaged in conversation on collaborating with the Healthcare subcommittee.

Chandra gives an update that the Healthcare committee will meet as needed from now

on, since there is already a group that is really focused on ER diversions. There seems to

be a disconnect between mental health services and primary care visits, so the Health

care group would like to meet with the Mental Health Subcommittee from time to time

and try to work together to streamline coding and services related to this.

Both Lauren and Alicia have said they are seeing the same issue; these high-risk clients

are falling through the cracks when it comes to follow-up and wrap-around support after

a crisis.

Walter reminds us to make sure we are focused on homelessness and how this relates to
mental health. Patty wanted to know if there had been any discussion on 988 (call
center) and if it had been discussed on if this could be implemented in our community.

It is recommended to connect with “Bridges out of Poverty” in Santa Rosa which used to
be headed by Dr. Barberi, which focuses on homeless adolescents in that area. We can
look to healthcare  or mental healthcare providers in each zip code just for referrals,
even., to build bridges between the gaps in services.

There is also the question on whether some members should focus on specific
populations within the homeless community and mental health services/case
management for those.

One core problem is there are only a couple of providers that will take
medicaid/medicare and these kinds of insurance/reimbursables that the population we
wish to serve likely has.



Connie reminded everyone about the May 3 retreat taking place where we will renew
our goals and come together for a group discussion on our efforts. Afterward there will
be a discussion on the goals/members of a potential new Advocacy subcommittee.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM


