
Homelessness Reduction Task Force
Mental Health/Substance Use Disorder/Case Management Subcommittee

Minutes
3.8.22 2:00 PM ZOOM

IN ATTENDANCE: Dr. Irvin Williams, Connie Bookman, Walter Arrington, Bobby Phillips, Blair
Castro, Lauren Anzaldo, Carolyn Grawi, Denise Manassa, Avalon “Mal” Mallory, Rachelle
Burns, Angie Willis, Angela Jackson, john Johnson, Ashley Respress, Allison Patton, Heather

Dr. Williams called the meeting to order.

a.) John gives an update that Opening doors is having training with CDAC, so that case
managers and others can recognize signs and symptoms of crisis. This is a national certificate
that is good for three years.

b.) There is also a currently State law going through the house that will affect this work:
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/505221-legislature-adopts-bill-that-keeps-
homeless-individuals-personal-info-private-despite-federal-database/

c.) Dr. Williams and Alison reviewed the Joint meeting with the criminal justice
subcommittee.

There is a clear need for more services and to help those with Re-entry. There is urgency for
these resources, and a need to create access to these systems. Allison reviewed the
Sarasota Homeless/Mental Health Court, and said setting up a similar court would be a great
opportunity to provide a safety net of services with this process. Walter brought up keeping in
mind how these people self-identify and giving them the kind of help they seek at that moment.
T

d.) The group discussed the possibility of combining his subcommittee and the Health
Care subcommittee. The Health Care group is also going to review this option and then make a
decision. The group said it is very important to keep informed and open communication with
the medical providers; however, some members were concerned about keeping up the
momentum, so wanted to propose, maybe having a short check-in in between meetings. There
is a need to keep some sense of independence in the subcommittee so that people do not lose
their voice. It is proposed that maybe the groups can come together periodically instead of as
one whole committee. 

e.) There was also discussion on contributing to the intercept-mapping taking place in
Michelle Salzman’s group and being involved in that discussion.

Meeting adjourned at 2:36 PM
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