
TASK FORCE CO-CHAIR MEETING
FRIDAY  3.25.22 10:30-11:00 A.M via ZOOM

IN ATTENDANCE: Connie Bookman, Chandra Smiley, Jesse Wolfe, Marcie Whitaker,
Allison Patton, Dr. Irvin Williams, John Johnson

Marcie gave an update on the last Housing subcommittee meeting, where the group
had a good discussion on possibly forming an advocacy subcommittee. There could
be representatives from each subcommittee on this advocacy subcommittee who
could  work together to form the message and help remove some of the stigmas and
clarify verbiage, etc. around homelessness.

Components can include gathering information and getting the word out on EHVs,
mentors, educational components on “alphabet soup” on sources of money available,
different programs, restrictions, etc.  Patty Babock can clarify parts on behalf of DCF,
Marcie will take on the other parts and provide info that we can summarize and
send to the group.

Update on Healthcare Subcommittee- This subcommittee is going to be at regular
time this month, where they will discuss at that meeting how often and when they
may join with the Mental Health subcommittee. Mental Health is going to meet as a
combination of zoom and in-person.

The Task Force retreat will be May 3rd, from 8:30- 11:30 at Sanders Beach. A
continental breakfast will be provided and sponsored by Hancock Bank.
Micheal Raposa will lead the discussion for the retreat. A flier is forthcoming.

The group  would like to have an 11:45- 12:30 PM think tank on advocacy directly
after the retreat, and could invite Advisory Committee members to this as well.

Group discussed creating a one-page resource guide with available beds, etc for
those who are in need. John mentioned keeping in mind that there are lots of small
mom and pop providers who are not included in the HMIS system that we should
consider including. Blair shared an example of Broward County’s resource guide that
Ronnie previously shared.

There are a lot of homeless funding opportunities that are now available that were
not before, like the YHDP and other demonstration programs, and TBRA
(Tenant-Based Rental Assistance) which provides 12 months of rental assistance,
highly competitive applications.  Marcie said that they do have a list of available
units with participating landlords for those who get city vouchers currently.

Meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m.


