
10.15.21
Co-Chair Meeting

10:30 AM via Zoom

IN ATTENDANCE: Blair Castro, Connie Bookman, John Johnson, Travis Tompkins, Ashley
Wilkinson Meyer, Jules Kariher, Marcus McBride, Meredith Reeves, Ronnie Rivera, Dr. Irv
Williams, Chandra Smiley, Allison Patton

NOTES: Update on ARPA funds: We are getting new ARPA proposals- We are receiving
proposals until October 27th, and have gotten a couple of new ones. We have given people 30
days to get with their BoD’s to create proposals. They are going to come to the Task Force on a
spreadsheet, Nov 1 amended proposal will go to City Council- will include all of the people
asking for money and our recommendations. (Task Force prioritizes the needs)

Amy Lovoy will not even go forward with the Risk Assessment if the proposal does not meet
criteria to be able to manage the federal funds.

Basically our job is to figure out how to share the wealth or what services to prioritize going
forward.

John will send Blair a template to use for grants in order to work on the proposals.

This (Co-Chair) committee and advisory committee has to follow the Sunshine Law as it relates
to ARPA funds.

Connie gave a recap on the city’s involvement with the LOTUS campaign and their involvement.
There will be a meeting at 1:30 on the 20th, she will send a Zoom link to those who are
interested.

John sent an update on the EHV vouchers and where we currently stand. HUD has approved 2
so far- biggest challenge was a mother of 10 kids who was fleeing domestic violence. If people
know landlords, they have incentives, please send them to Opening Doors. They are in need of
landlords.

Update on 2200 Palafox: Going to meet with Marcie and the Planning Department, as well as
Michael Kimberl and Melissa Johnson for this property. 90Works is interested in taking over this
nonprofit space, maybe St. Vincent De Paul. Another possible nonprofit owner in talks too-
Connie will keep us updated.

County’s emergency rental assistance is going to be available on Monday and website will be
live then. Monday: https://myescambia.com/ERAP

https://myescambia.com/ERAP

